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Introduction 

This addendum applies from the 1 September 2020 and reflects updated advice 

from the Department of Education (DfE) concerning attendance and registration of 

pupils. The prevalence of coronavirus (COVID-19) has currently decreased, the NHS 

Test and Trace system is active, and we are clear about the measures that need to 

be in place to create a safer environment for children attending school. 

The attendance addendum will take account for additional changes in normal 

attendance procedures in line with the Department for Education’s guidance which 

should be read in conjunction with this addendum. 

“…pupils need to attend school regularly to benefit from their education. Missing out 

on lessons leaves children vulnerable to falling behind. Children with poor 

attendance tend to achieve less in both primary and secondary school.” DfE, 

September 2020. 

The Law 

The law in regards of children attending school will be reinstated from September 

2020. Children of compulsory school age must attend regularly to the school at 

which the child is registered (section 444 of the Education Act 1996) This means that 

parents could be penalised if their child does not attend school, unless an 

authorised reason applies (for example, the pupil has been granted a leave of 

absence, is unable to attend because of sickness, is absent for a necessary religious 

observance etc.). 

Attendance Expectations 

From the start of the autumn term 2020 pupil attendance will be mandatory and the 

usual rules on attendance will apply, including: 

 parents’ duty to ensure that their child of compulsory school age attends 

regularly at the school where the child is a registered pupil 

 schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence 

 the ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices, in line with local 

authorities’ codes of conduct 

Pupils who are required to self-isolate as they, or a member of their household, has 

symptoms or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) 

The majority of pupils will be able to return to school in September, however we may 

experience a small number of pupils who will be unable to attend in line with public 

health advice because they are self-isolating and have had symptoms or a positive 

test result themselves; or because they are a close contact of someone who has 

symptoms of or a confirmed case of coronavirus. 

Children and staff must stay at home if they are unwell with a new, continuous 

cough or a high temperature or have a loss or change in their normal sense of taste 

or smell (anosmia) to avoid spreading infection to others. We must be contacted 

and informed of the need for self-isolation.  
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Pupils who have symptoms should self-isolate and get a test. Parents must inform the 

federation immediately about the outcome of a test. 

If someone in the pupil’s household has symptoms, the household should self-isolate 

and the member of their household should get a test. If the member of the 

household tests negative, the pupil can stop self-isolating and can return to school. If 

the household member tests positive, the pupil should continue self-isolating for the 

full 14 days from when the member of their household first had symptoms’.  

Pupils may not have symptoms themselves but may be required to self-isolate if they 

are a close contact of someone with coronavirus (COVID-19). The NHS test and 

trace guidance states that a person should self-isolate for 14 days if they have had 

recent close contact with a person who has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-

19). 

In all cases of self-isolation, parents must inform the federation immediately about 

the outcome of a test. 

Pupils who are required by legislation to self-isolate as part of a period of quarantine 

Taking holidays in term time will affect your child’s schooling as much as any other 

absence and we expect parents to help us by not taking children out during school 

time.  In the majority of cases, a holiday request will NOT be authorised.  

As usual, parents should plan their holidays within school breaks. Families should also 

consider that their child may need to self-isolate following trips overseas that require 

a period of quarantine and the resulting impact on their child’s education. 

Pupils who are clinically extremely vulnerable 

Shielding advice for all adults and children paused on 1 August 2020. This means that 

even the small number of pupils who will remain on the shielded patient list can 

return to school, as can those who have family members who are shielding. 

Parents of children who are under the care of a specialist health professional may 

need to discuss their medical condition with their health professional before 

returning to school (usually at their next planned clinical appointment). 

Where a pupil is unable to attend school because they are complying with their 

specialist health professional’s advice they will continue to be offered access to 

remote education. In such circumstances, parents will be required to provide the 

federation with evidence from their health professional that their child is unable to 

attend school. 

If in future, rates of the disease rise in local areas, children still on the shielding list (or 

family members still on the shielding list) from that area, and that area only, may be 

contacted by the government and advised to stay at home and shield during the 

period where rates remain high. Families will receive a letter if they are required to 

shield again that parents will be able to share with the school. 

Absence will not be penalised for any of the above reasons if evidence is submitted 

to the federation. 



4 

 

Remote education 

If a pupil is not attending school due to circumstances related to coronavirus 

(COVID-19), we will immediately offer them access to remote education. The 

federation will keep a record of, and monitor engagement with this activity. 

Anxious pupils and families 

We understand that there some pupils or their, parents/carers may be reluctant or 

anxious about returning to school. We will put the right support in place to address 

this and provide reassurance of the measures that have been put in place to 

reduce the risk in school. 

We will: 

 communicate clear and consistent expectations around school attendance 

to parents/carers (and any other professionals who work with the family 

where appropriate) 

 identify pupils (prior and during them attending) who are reluctant or anxious 

about returning or who are at risk of disengagement and develop plans for 

re-engaging them. including disadvantaged and vulnerable children and 

young people, especially those who were persistently absent prior to the 

pandemic or who have not engaged with school regularly during the 

pandemic 

 use the additional funding schools will receive, as well as existing pastoral and 

support services, attendance staff and resources and schools’ pupil premium 

funding to put measures in place for those families who will need additional 

support to secure pupils’ regular attendance 

 work closely with other professionals as appropriate to support the return to 

school, including continuing to notify the child’s social worker, if they have 

one, of nonattendance or the EWO if the pupil has previously low 

attendance. 

Registration 

Normal registration will resume from 1 September 2020 or as the school allows 

children to re-join by staggered start dates. 

The federation will: 

 Follow up any absence following the normal procedures. 

 Explore reasons for absence and discuss any concerns with parents/carers if 

they are worried about their child returning to school. 

 Take advice from EWO, where appropriate. 

Further school attendance guidance is available explaining how to record 

circumstances where pupils cannot attend school due to coronavirus (COVID-19) 

and how to complete the educational setting status form. 
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Monitoring Arrangements 

We will continue to review this addendum where necessary, to reflect any updated 

guidance from: 

 The DfE. 

 Education Access Service at the LA. 


