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Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1  Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Who’s been 

sitting in my 

chair? 

Day and Night 
People who 

help us 

The best 

dressed giant 
Growing lunch 

Who is that 

hiding in the 

cave? 



Overview 

The Prime Areas of Learning 

Throughout the year, adults will support children’s development in the prime areas of learning by providing a high quality learning environment with 

opportunities to explore and develop skills in communication and language; physical development and personal, social and emotional 

development. 

 

Communication and Language Physical Development Personal Social and Emotional Development 

Adults will model being a listener by listening to 

children and taking account of what they say 

in your responses to them. They will cue 

children, particularly those with communication 

difficulties, into a change of conversation, e.g. 

‘Now we are going to talk about…’  

Rhymes, books and stories from many cultures 

will be shared, sometimes using languages 

other than English, particularly where children 

are learning English as an additional language. 

Children then all hear a range of languages 

and recognise the skill needed to speak more 

than one.  

Children will play games which involve listening 

for a signal, such as ‘Simon Says’, and use 

‘ready, steady…go!’ There will be opportunities 

to stop and listen carefully for environmental 

sounds, and talk about sounds you can hear 

such as long, short, high, low and both to speak 

and to listen. 

Adults will prompt children’s thinking and 

discussion through involvement in their play. 

They will talk to children about what they have 

been doing and help them to reflect upon and 

explain events, e.g. “You told me this model 

Children will be encouraged to move with 

controlled effort and be encouraged to be 

active through games such as follow the 

leader.  

Children will be supported to take care when 

moving freely and be taught the skills they 

need to use equipment safely, e.g. cutting with 

scissors or using tools. Adults will explain why 

safety is an important factor in handling tools, 

equipment and materials, and have sensible 

rules for everybody to follow. 

There will be opportunities for children to 

collaborate in throwing, rolling, fetching and 

receiving games, encouraging children to play 

with one another once their skills are sufficient.  

Children will be encouraged to notice the 

changes in their bodies after exercise, such as 

their heart beating faster. They will be 

supported to wash their hands and to 

understand the importance of hand washing. 

Children who are struggling with self-care will 

be supported towards independence by 

leaving a last small step for them to complete, 

Adults will support children in developing 

positive relationships by challenging negative 

comments and actions towards either peers or 

adults. They will be encouraged to choose to 

play with a variety of friends from all 

backgrounds, so that everybody in the group 

experiences being included.  

Children will be encouraged to understand the 

feelings of others by labelling emotions such as 

sadness, happiness, feeling cross, lonely, scared 

or worried. Adults will plan support for children 

who have not yet made friends. 

Adults will recognise that children’s interest may 

last for short or long periods, and that their 

interest and preferences vary. They will value 

and support the decisions that children make; 

talk to children about choices they have 

made, and help them understand that this may 

mean that they cannot do something else. 

Children will be encouraged to see adults as a 

resource and as partners in their learning. They 

will be taught to use and care for materials, 

and then trusted to do so independently. 



was going to be a tractor. What’s this lever 

for?”  

Children will be given clear directions helped 

to deal with those involving more than one 

action, e.g. “Put the cars away, please, then 

come and wash your hands and get ready for 

lunch”.  

Language development will be supported with 

mime and gesture and visual clues such as 

photographs of activities and the visual 

timetable will help to reinforce understanding.  

Children will take part in shared experiences 

that they can reflect upon, e.g. visits, cooking, 

or stories that can be re-enacted.  

Adults will help children to predict and order 

events coherently, by providing props and 

materials that encourage children to re-enact, 

using talk and action and by providing 

practical experiences that encourage children 

to ask and respond to questions, e.g. 

explaining pulleys or wet and dry sand.  

Adults will follow the child’s lead to talk about 

what they are interested in and will give 

children ‘thinking time’.  

Children will be encouraged to make links 

between their body language and words, e.g. 

“Your face does look cross. Has something 

upset you?” They will be introduced to new 

words in the context of play and activities, 

through the ‘Word Aware’ approach. As they 

gain confidence, children will be supported to 

expand on what they say, introducing and 

reinforcing the use of more complex sentences. 

e.g. pulling up their trousers from just below the 

waist. 

 

Children will be encouraged to name and talk 

about a wide range of feelings and it will be 

made clear that all feelings are 

understandable and acceptable, including 

feeling angry, but that not all behaviours are.  

There will be opportunities to look after living 

things and care for the environment.  

There are established routines in Nursery with 

predictable sequences and events. This helps 

to prepare children for changes that may 

occur in the routine.  



The Creative Me 

                       Expressive arts and design Music Role Play 

Autumn Term 1 Focus - Portraits 

 

Techniques – 

Basic painting skills 

Basic drawing skills lines and circles 

Genre – Classical  

Nursery Rhymes – When Goldilocks went to the house of 

the bears /Miss Polly / Twinkle Twinkle. 

 Three bears house 

 

Autumn Term 2 Focus -  Still Life  

 

Techniques – 

Basic painting skills 

Basic drawing skills lines and circles 

Genre – Brass band 

Nursery Rhymes – Christmas songs and Rhymes 

Sandwich shop 

Spring Term 1 Focus -  Landscape  

 

Techniques – 

Texture and collage  

Basic painting skills 

Basic drawing skills lines and circles  

Genre – Funk / Country 

Chinese orchestral and Dragon Dancing 

Nursery Rhymes – Ladybird Ladybird / Old MacDonald 

/Baa Baa Black sheep 

Vet surgery/ Police 

station 

Spring Term 2 Focus – textures / materials 

 

Techniques – 

Texture and collage 

Basic painting skills 

Basic drawing skills lines and circles 

Genre – Jazz / Soul 

Nursery Rhymes - Humpty Dumpty; 5 little speckled frogs 

The clothes Shop-

George the giant role 

play  

 

Summer Term 1 Focus – Printing 

 

Techniques – 

Printing (bubbles, fruit, sponge) 

Colour mixing 

Basic drawing skills lines and circles 

Genre – Drum and Bass / Folk 

Nursery Rhymes – five little peas in a pea pod 

Green grocers/cafe  

Summer Term 2 Focus -  Self portraits 

 

Techniques – 

Texture and collage  

Painting skills  

Colour mixing 

Basic drawing skills lines and circles 

Genre – Reggae 

Nursery Rhymes – Teddy bear Teddy bear turn around 

family home/bear 

cave 

 



The Independent Me  

                                          Communication and Language           Reading Writing People and 

Communities 

Autumn Term 1 

 

 

 Listen to others one to 

one or in small groups, 

when conversation 

interests them  

 Join in with repeated 

refrains and anticipate 

key events and phrases in 

rhymes and stories.  

 Use vocabulary focused 

on objects and people 

that are of particular 

importance to them  

 

Core stories 

Goldilocks and the three bears 

 

Noah’s Ark 

Goldilocks and just one bear 

Goldy Luck and the Three 

Pandas - NATASHA YIM 

 

Reading Focus 

 Listen to and join in with 

stories and poems, one-to-

one and also in small 

groups.  

 Show interest in illustrations 

and print in books and print 

in the environment  

 Look at books 

independently  

 

 

Core Text – Goldilocks and the 

three bears 

 

Mark making focus  

 

 distinguish between 

different marks made. 

 Sometimes give meaning 

to marks as they draw and 

paint  

 

Family project 

Bear family, differences 

and similarities. 

Our families, similarities 

and differences. 

 

 

Autumn Term 2 Retell a simple past event in 

correct order (e.g. went 

down slide, hurt finger)  

 Build up vocabulary that 

reflects the breadth of their 

experiences  

 

 

Core stories 

The Disgusting Sandwich and 

One Snowy Night. 

 

10 little elves 

My first Christmas story 

Stick Man 

 

Reading Focus 
 Join in with repeated 

refrains and anticipate key 

events and phrases in 

rhymes and stories  

 Listen to stories with 

increasing attention and 

recall  

Core text - The Disgusting 

Sandwich and One Snowy 

Night. 

Marking making focus  

 

 distinguish between 

different marks made, 

 Sometimes give meaning 

to marks as they draw and 

paint 

special times in our 

families - birthdays and 

Christmas / Diwali 

 



Spring Term 1  Join in with repeated 

refrains and anticipate 

key events and phrases in 

rhymes and stories  

 Listen to stories with 

increasing attention and 

recall  

 

Core stories 

What The Ladybird Heard 

 

The great race (Chinese new 

year) 

The Wheels on the bus – 

Barefoot books version 

The Creation 

 

Reading Focus 

 Enjoy rhyming and 

rhythmic activities  

 Show awareness of rhyme 

and alliteration  

 Recognise rhythm in 

spoken words  

 

 

 

Core Text – What the Ladybird 

Heard 

Marking making focus –  

  

 Distinguish between the 

different marks they make  

 Sometimes give meaning 

to marks as they draw and 

paint 

Visit from a farmer / 

Police officer 

Chinese New Year - 

Festivals 

Spring Term 2  Use talk to connect 

ideas, explain what is 

happening and 

anticipate what might 

happen next, recall and 

relive past experiences 

 Use talk in pretending 

that objects stand for 

something else in play, 

e,g, ‘This box is my castle’ 

Core stories 

The Smartest Giant in Town 

 

My Granny went to Market 

Ellie’s Wellies 

Jack and the Bean stalk 

 

Reading Focus 

 Recognise rhythm in 

spoken words 

 Handle books carefully 

 Hold books the correct 

way up and turn pages 

Core text– The Smartest Giant 

in Town 

 

Marking making focus  

 Distinguish between the 

different marks they make  

 Sometimes give meaning 

to marks as they draw and 

paint 

Festivals - Easter 

Mothering Sunday 

 

Exploring simple maps 

Summer Term 1  Begin to understand 

‘why’ and ‘how’ 

questions  

  Listen to stories with 

increasing attention and 

recall  

 

Core stories 

Oliver’s Vegetables 

 

Oliver’s fruit Salad 

The enormous turnip 

Fruits – Valerie Bloom 

 

Reading Focus 

Core text – Oliver’s Vegetables 

 

Marking making focus  

 Sometimes give meaning 

to marks as they draw and 

paint 

Grandparents – 

different types of 

families 



 Begin to be aware of the 

way stories are structured 

 Suggest how the story 

might end 

 Know information can be 

relayed in the form of print 

 Ascribe meanings to marks 

that they see in different 

places  

Summer Term 2  Question why things 

happen and give 

explanations. Ask e.g. 

who, what, when, how 

 Use intonation, rhythm 

and phrasing to make 

the meaning clear to 

others 

Core stories –  

We’re Going on a Bear Hunt. 

 

We’re going on a lion hunt 

Bear on a bike 

 

Reading Focus 

 Begin to be aware of the 

way stories are structured. 

 Describe main story 

settings, events and 

principal characters 

 Recognise familiar words 

and signs such as own 

name and advertising 

logos 

 Know that print carries 

meaning and, in English, is 

read from left to right and 

top to bottom 

Core text - We’re Going on a 

Bear Hunt. 

 

Marking making focus 

 Sometimes give meaning 

to marks as they draw and 

paint 

 Ascribe meanings to marks 

that they see in different 

places 

birthday traditions 

following a trail 

 

 

 

 

The Inquisitive Me 

                         Maths The World Expressive arts and design Technology 

Autumn Term 1  Use some number names 

and number language in 

play 

 Shows interest in shapes 

in the environments   

Magnets /  materials Building chairs for baby bear 

 

Operate simple 

equipment – 

cameras/ digital 

microphones 



Autumn Term 2  recite numbers in order to 

10  

 Represent numbers using 

fingers/ marks or pictures 

 Numbers in the 

environment. 

 Compare groups of 

objects – same 

 Recognise similarities 

between shapes. 

night and day  Use simple tools to make 

sandwiches 

 

Operate simple 

equipment – Torches 

/ wireless head 

phones 

Spring Term 1  Use number names 

accurately 

 recite numbers in order to 

10  

 Count small groups of 

objects / recognise 

number patterns 

 Talk about shapes / use 

appropriately in 

construction 

 Separate groups of 3 or 4 

objects in different ways – 

conservation of number 

Find out about ladybirds 

(lifecycle and different types) 

 

Explore journeys /maps and 

plans / construct towns / roads 

etc.   

Use technology to 

control and make 

things happen. 

(beebots, remote 

control cars) 

Spring Term 2  Show an interest in 

representing numbers 

 show an interest in 

number problems 

 Separate groups of 3 or 4 

objects in different ways – 

conservation of number 

 shape play -  simple 

properties of everyday 

objects 

Moving toys 

 

 

Use soft toys, small world etc. to 

re-tell the story 

Use technology to 

control and make 

things happen. 

(beebots, remote 

control cars) 

Summer Term 1  use positional language  

 shape play -  simple 

properties of everyday 

objects 

 match objects to 

numerals 

Plant seeds for food and care 

for seedlings (some quick 

growing) 

 

Salad making Explore Minimash 

games  

Coding express 



 start to represent 

numerals 

 Recognise numbers of 

personal significance 

Summer Term 2  count actions to 10 

 Recognize numerals 1-5 

 Begin to use everyday 

language related to time 

/ money. 

Exploring different habitats – 

Forest school 

 Explore Minimash 

games  

Coding express. 

 

 

 PSED 

Autumn Term 1 Jigsaw – Being Me in My World 

 Who…Me? – Understand how it feels to belong and that we are similar and different 

 How am I feeling today? –Happy and sad 

 Being at Nursery –work together and consider other people’s feelings 

 Gentle Hands –understand why it is good to be kind and use gentle hands 

 Our Rights –start to understand children’s rights and that it means we should all be allowed to learn and play 

 Our Responsibilities –learn what being responsible means 

 

Autumn Term 2 Jigsaw – Celebrating Difference 

 What I am good at –know how it feels to be proud of something I’m good at 

 I’m Special, I’m Me! – tell an adult one way I am special and unique 

 Families – know that all families are different 

 Houses and Homes – different houses and homes 

 Making Friends – how to make a new friend 

 Standing up for yourself – use my words to use to stand up for myself  

Spring Term 1 Jigsaw – Dreams and Goals 

 Challenge – understand what a challenge is 

 Never giving up – keep trying until I can do something 

 Setting a goal –set a goal and work towards it 

 Obstacles and Support –use kind words to encourage people? 

 Flight to the Future – start to think about the jobs I might like to do when I am older 

 

Spring Term 2 Jigsaw – Healthy Me 

 Everybody’s Body! – know the names for some parts of my body and start to understand the need to be active to be 

healthy 

 We like to move it, move it! – identify things to do to be healthy 



 Food, glorious food – know what the word ‘healthy’ means and that some foods are healthier than others 

 Sweet Dreams – know how to help myself go to sleep and understand why sleep is good for me? 

 Keeping Clean –  wash my hands thoroughly and understand why this is important especially before I eat and after I 

go to the toilet 

 Stranger Danger – know what to do if I get lost and how to say No to strangers 

Summer Term 1 Jigsaw – Relationships 

 My Family and Me! – talk about family 

 Make friends, make friends, never ever break friends! –understand how to make friends if I feel lonely 

 Falling out and bullying –use Calm Me Time to manage my feelings 

 Being the best friend we can be – work together and enjoy being with friends 

Summer Term 2 Jigsaw – Changing Me 

 My Body – Name parts of the body and show respect for myself 

 Respecting my body – Talk about things I can do and foods I can eat to be healthy 

 Growing up – Begin understand that we all grow from babies to adults 

 Growth and change  

 Fun and fears – Express how I feel about moving to Reception.  

 Celebration – Remember the best bits of this year in Nursery 

 

 

 

 

 

 


