
Tilly Mint Tales: Tilly Mint sends the bird of the night packing.  

You can hear Mrs Bryant reading this on the website. 

Task 1.  Look at the title and the illustration; make a prediction, what might happen in this story. 

Why do you think this?  

 

 

Challenge: In all the Tilly Mint stories that you have read so far, they all feature a poem spoken by 

Mrs Hardcastle. Each poem is written in rhyming couplets. (Each line rhymes with the next) Can you 

make up your own poem in the same style to accompany the adventure you have predicted?  

Eg. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Light and tonight both rhyme. 

Wing and sing rhyme 



Task 2. Read the text.  

 

 

 What do you think Mrs Hardcastle means by the phrase’ prickling with stars’?  

 The author, Berlie Doherty, creates an image of Saturday night through her writing. Draw 

the image she wants you to imagine.  

 

 

 
 Do you think Mrs Hardcastle is afraid of the bird of the night? Explain how you know. 

Challenge: Read the poem, 

 
List all the evidence in the text that suggest the bird of the night is frightening or unpleasant.  



Task 3. Read the biography about Berlie Doherty. 

Berlie Doherty author of Tilly Mint Tales. 

Berlie Doherty was born in Knotty Ash, Liverpool; the youngest of three 

children. She always wanted to be a writer, but when she was little there 

were many things she wanted to be - a singer, ballet dancer, air hostess, 

librarian... Her serious writing started at university, where she trained to be 

a teacher. Now she lives in an isolated cottage in the country and writes in a 

barn overlooking the Pennines. She says of her writing: "After I finish a book 

I'm quite sad because I feel grieved that I have lost someone close; a great 

deal of myself is in my books” 

Berlie Doherty began writing for children in 1983, after teaching and working in radio. She has 

written more than 35 books for children, as well as for the theatre, radio and television. Berlie has 

won the Carnegie Medal twice: in 1987 for GRANNY WAS A BUFFER GIRL and in 1992 for DEAR 

NOBODY. Her work is published all over the world, and many of her books have been televised.  

Things you didn't know about Berlie Doherty 

1. The first time I went snorkelling I came face to face with a shark. 

2. I love liquorice. 

3. I’m a vegetarian and have been for over twenty years – but I still eat fish. 

4. I play the penny whistle (and sometimes the fiddle) in a Ceilidh band – badly! 

5. I have a cat called Midnight. He’s all black, apart from a little white moon under his chin and white 

stars at the end of his tail. 

6. If I wasn’t going to be a writer, I would have wanted to be a singer, a librarian, a ballet dancer, a 

swimming-pool attendant or an air hostess. 

7. I love the sound of rain on my window. 

8. I can’t bear the smell of cigarette smoke. 

9. I live with another children’s author, Alan Brown. 

10. I’m learning to play the piano and violin. 

 

 Is the text fiction or non- fiction? Explain how you know. 

 Has Berlie Doherty always wanted to be a writer? 

 List 2 jobs Doherty had before she became a children’s writer. 

 How many children’s books has she written so far? 

 Which key word tells you that there are no other houses near to where she lives now? 

 What happened the first time she went snorkling? 

 Do you think Berlie enjoys music? Explain how you know. 

 

Challenge: Imagine you’re writing an auto biography about yourself; make a list of 10 

things that your teacher or friends might not know about you. 

 

 

 


