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‘Forest School is an inspirational process, that offers ALL learners regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem 

through hands-on learning experiences in a woodland or natural environment with trees.’ 

 https://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/ 

 
At Whitchurch CE Infant and Nursery Academy we believe in taking a holistic approach to the teaching and development of our pupils. 

The use of learning outside of the classroom with forest school elements supports our curriculum drivers and enables our pupils to develop 

qualities and skills linked to our Curriculum Drivers; This is Me, The Independent Me, The Creative Me, The Inquisitive Me and The Healthy Me. 
 

Intent 

 

At Whitchurch CE Infant & Nursery Academy, our vision is to create a welcoming and inclusive environment in which all children will flourish. 

We have therefore expanded and enhanced the breadth of our curriculum by incorporating a designated outdoor learning and Forest 

School curriculum that will become part of our weekly routine. Forest School will enable every child to learn outside of the classroom which 

enables pupils to connect with the natural environment regardless of age or ability. All areas of the curriculum can be enhanced providing 

pupils with hands on relevant experiences they can connect with. Our aim that the LOtC (Learning Outside the Classroom) experience will 

uphold the high standards and expectations that our Academy sets for its pupils and serve as a cornerstone to increasing their life skills and 

experiences. 

At Whitchurch CE Infant and Nursery Academy we use elements of Forest School to broaden the experiences of our pupils and to teach 

them skills and techniques that can be used later on in life.  
 

The primary aims of this curriculum will be: 

 To build self-esteem and confidence in children. 

 To build resilient, determined and independent learners 

 To develop children’s personal, social and emotional development. 

 To develop children’s and encourage creativity 

 To encourage collaboration. 

 To develop and build the ideas of risk management and risk benefit 

 To improve children’s life skills and experiences 

 To enable children to gain a respect for the natural environment and wildlife. 

 To transfer negative behaviours into positive ones. 

 To let children be children 

 

https://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/


 

These aims will be covered with a variety of Forest School and outdoor learning teachings and strategies that not only seek to aid the 

children in their learning but also be provided in a positive, enjoyable, creative and inspiring manner that will allow them to transfer the skills 

and knowledge from the LOtC lessons into the classroom and life outside of school. 

 

Implementation 

 

To ensure that this LOtC curriculum reaches the high standards of teaching and learning that we pride ourselves on at Whitchurch CE Infant 

& Nursery Academy, we have implemented a progressive curriculum that begins in Reception and continues and grows until children 

leave in Year 2.  

Forest school is a globally recognised teaching system that aims to meet the intent of this curriculum through holistic learning. It is through 

this method that we strive to provide our pupils with the widest range of skills and opportunities available to us. Due to its child led nature 

and focus on social development, Forest School engages children in a manner that is hard to imitate in the classroom. This creates new 

opportunities for learning and development that might not be accessed during regular day-to-day schooling. At Whitchurch CE Infant & 

Nursery Academy, we benefit from our own Forest School learning environment. It is here the majority of the learning will take place but it is 

our aim to also expand our outdoor learning into the wider community and environment to give the children a wider range of experience 

and allow them to become more familiar with the world surrounding them. 

We follow The Wild Passport Programme which enables the children to progress from beginner level through to advanced level and covers 

the 5 key skills areas which are Woodcraft - Shelter - Fire - Nature – Rope. The pupils can then progress through the levels of difficulty and 

begin to master each skill at each level which is tailored to suit the individual needs of our pupils. This includes the safe use of tools, how to 

tie a variety of knots, how to create a variety of shelters, how to make, manage and cook on a fire and teaching us about our natural  

environment. 

 

Impact 

 

After the implementation of our outdoor learning curriculum, children at Whitchurch CE Infant & Nursery Academy will become, in line with 

our vision, responsible, thoughtful and confident adults of the future. They will not only become more able to regulate their social, mental, 

emotional and spiritual health, but also, they will become more caring and supportive peers due to the heavy focus that our LOtC 

curriculum places on understanding and generating empathy. Children develop an intrinsic motivation and sense of achievement. Having 

a high quality and purposeful environment increases curiosity and inspires pupils’ inquisitiveness and investigation skills. Being outside of the 

physical walls of a classroom enables children to have the space and time to cope with failures and difficulties and allows them the 

opportunities to manage their own risk which in turn empowers them to become more independent learners.  

 


